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Clair Engle. The committee report sug-
gests that another facility may in the
future be designated in honor of Clair
Engle, and I believe that would be an
appropriate action to honor his mem-
ory.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Let me say I concur with the gentle-
man’s sentiment. It is entirely appro-
priate that we have something named
in honor of Senator Engel. This area
was, generally speaking, the area from
which he came. We would certainly
support an appropriate designation in
his honor. This, however, is I think
necessary to assist the community in
clearing up considerable confusion that
does exist.

Mr. FAZIO of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in reluctant support of this bill today. Certainly,
it is important that Congress take the lead
from the wisdom of local government when it
is appropriate, and I understand that the gen-
esis of this bill is a unanimous resolution by
the Trinity County Board of Supervisors asking
that Clair Engle Lake be renamed.

However, Congress does not act lightly in
honoring one of its Members. Not every Mem-
ber of Congress is honored by a congres-
sional resolution which names a public facility
in honor of a Member’s service, and Congress
make a diligent effort to choose a suitable
honor commensurate with the Member’s con-
tributions to his State and the Nation. These
decisions are not made lightly and should not
lightly be cast off as our memories of signifi-
cant achievements fade.

The committee report states the intention to
name a suitable Central Valley Project facility
for Clair Engle in exchange for the change of
name for this lake. I would feel less anxious
about our action today if that renaming was
part of the resolution in front of us.

Some may remember one of Clair Engle’s
last acts, when shortly before his death and
partially paralyzed, he was wheeled twice into
the U.S. Senate chamber to vote, first to end
debate on the landmark Civil Rights Act of
1964 and a second time to vote on final pas-
sage. These heroic acts exemplified his long
record of opposition to racial discrimination.
He died 1 month later.

But we in California also remember him for
his long service to our State, especially his
chairmanship of the House Interior and Insular
Affairs Committee and his championing of im-
provements to the Central Valley Reclamation
Project and to public power development.

Engle was born in Bakersfield in 1911 and
won election as the youngest county district
attorney in California’s history, just 1 year after
his graduation from the University of California
Hastings College of Law in 1933. He had
graduated from Chico State College in 1930.

He served as Tehama County district attor-
ney from 1934 to 1942. Engle then spent one
term in the State senate before winning elec-
tion to the House of Representatives in a 1943
special election for a district which covered
one-third of the State’s land area—from the
Mojave Desert to Oregon.

A member of the Interior and Insular Affairs
Committee beginning in 1951, he became its
chair in 1955 and served until 1958, when he
was elected to the U.S. Senate.

‘‘Congressman Fireball,’’ as Clair Engle was
sometimes known, was an active and out-
spoken Member of Congress and provided
leadership at a key moment in our history. I
believe it was fitting that his long service to
California was recognized in naming Clair
Engle Lake in 1964, and I hope Congress will
find a suitable substitute as quickly as pos-
sible.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California [Mr.
DOOLITTLE] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 63.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 63.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.
f

GRANTING CONSENT TO CERTAIN
AMENDMENTS ENACTED BY THE
HAWAII LEGISLATURE TO HA-
WAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION ACT
OF 1920

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 32) to con-
sent to certain amendments enacted by
the legislature of the State of Hawaii
to the Hawaiian Homes Commission
Act of 1920.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.J. RES. 32

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That, as required by sec-
tion 4 of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to provide
for the admission of the State of Hawaii into
the Union’’, approved March 18, 1959 (73 Stat.
4), the United States consents to the follow-
ing amendments to the Hawaiian Homes
Commission Act, adopted by the State of Ha-
waii in the manner required for State legis-
lation:

(1) Act 339 of the Session Laws of Hawaii,
1993.

(2) Act 37 of the Session Laws of Hawaii,
1994.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California [Mr. DOOLITTLE] and the
gentleman from Hawaii [Mr. ABER-
CROMBIE] each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California [Mr. DOOLITTLE].

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I have a statement that
I intend to submit for the RECORD. But
in that this resolution indeed is au-
thored by a member of our committee,

the gentleman from Hawaii [Mr. ABER-
CROMBIE], I will reserve the balance of
my time and yield to him to explain
the joint resolution.

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from California for offering me the op-
portunity to explain this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of my joint resolution, House Joint
Resolution 32, to consent to certain
amendments by the legislature of the
State of Hawaii to the Hawaiian Homes
Commission Act of 1920.

Over 75 years have elapsed since Con-
gress passed the Hawaiian Homes Com-
mission Act of 1920. Under the Hawai-
ian Homes Commission Act, approxi-
mately 203,500 acres of public lands was
set aside for the rehabilitation of na-
tive Hawaiians through a Government-
sponsored homesteading project.

Two major factors prompted Con-
gress to pass this act. First, native Ha-
waiians were a dying race. Population
data showed that the number of full-
blooded Hawaiians in the territory, the
then-territory of Hawaii, had decreased
from an 1826 estimate of 142,650 to
22,600 in 1919.

Second, Congress saw that previous
systems of land distribution were inef-
fective when judged practically by the
benefits accruing to native Hawaiians.
The Hawaiian Homes Commission Act
was originally intended for rural home-
steading; that is, for native Hawaiians
to leave urban areas and return to
lands to become subsistence or com-
mercial farmers and ranchers.
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Yet the demand of native Hawaiians
for residential house lots has far ex-
ceeded the demand for agricultural or
pastoral lots.

The Hawaii Statehood Act of 1959
shifted the responsibility for the ad-
ministration of the Hawaii Homes
Commission Act from the Territory to
the State of Hawaii. In accordance
with the Statehood Act, title to the
available lands was transferred to the
new State. The Statehood Act, how-
ever, also included certain require-
ments regarding the State of Hawaii’s
administration of the Hawaii homes
program, and it is these that give rise
to joint resolution.

Section 4 of the Hawaii Statehood
Act provides that, and I quote, ‘‘the
consent of the United States,’’ un-
quote, would be required for certain
amendments by the State to the Ha-
waiian Homes Commission Act. As part
of the administrative responsibility
the Department of the Interior under-
took in 1983 as, quote, ‘‘lead Federal
agency,’’ unquote, for purposes of the
Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, the
department and the Governor of Ha-
waii informally agreed in 1987 to a pro-
cedure under which the department
would become involved in securing con-
sent to State amendments to the Ha-
waiian Homes Commission Act.
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